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DATES  AND  SESS IONS

Feb. 21st at 3pm: JRC

member panel on what Israel

means to them

Mar. 7th @3pm: Israeli Soldier
from Breaking the Silence

Mar. 14th @ 12pm: : City of

David Tour and Palestinian

neighborhood of Silwan

Apr. 11th at 3pm: Israel on
Campus for 10th - 12th graders

Join us as we learn from a slate of guests from
Evanston to Jerusalem. We will dive into Israel
and all of its complexity. This multi-part series
will begin with a session on the various roles
Israel plays in our lives as American Jews
featuring JRC members. We will then expand to
presentations from former Israeli soldiers
representing Breaking the Silence, a virtual tour
of the neighborhood of Silwan in Occupied East
Jerusalem - home to the City of David
architectural site, and a conversation about how
Israel comes up on college campuses. These
sessions won’t be cumulative (i.e., if you miss
the first, you should still come to later ones!) but
the series will be more valuable if you’re able to
attend all of them.



What Does Israel Mean to Us?

For our introduction to this complex, emotional, and sometimes thorny topic, we’ll be joined by JRC members Abby
Harris-Ridker, Eli Shearn, and Stan Cohn to discuss the role Israel has played in their lives. Each brings a unique
perspective, and will speak to questions including how their relationship to Israel has changed throughout their lives and
what experiences they’ve had visiting the land. Whether you’d consider yourself an expert or haven’t spent any time
thinking about Israel, come ready to listen, learn, and ask questions! We’ll leave plenty of time for Q&A.

Feb. 21st at 3pm

Breaking the Silence
Mar. 7th at 3pm

Benzion (Benzi) Sanders grew up on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. After graduating from a Modern Orthodox high school
in New York he went to Israel and studied for three years. In 2011 he took on Israeli citizenship and was drafted into the IDF
where he served in the special forces unit between the years 2012-2015. Benzi spent most of his service stationed in different
parts of the West Bank and was also deployed to the northern Gaza Strip during the 2014 war. During the presentation Benzi
will introduce the topic of the occupation from the perspective of a soldier who was tasked with carrying out its policies. We will
discuss the various methods the IDF employs to exert control over Palestinians in the territories, as well as the story behind
the founding of Breaking the Silence and its goals. Benzi will speak about his personal experiences and will also share
testimonies from other soldiers.

City of David and Silwan Tour
Mar. 14th at 12pm - please

note time change

Emek Shaveh is an Israeli NGO working to defend cultural heritage rights and to protect ancient sites as
public assets that belong to members of all communities, faiths and peoples. The City of David is an
archaeological dig site in East Jerusalem and is in the Palestinian neighborhood of Silwan. Israeli
Archeologists, and Israeli use the existence of the City of David to make the case for control over that area,
and using archeological claims as a means for taking control of Silwan and terrorizing its residents.
Reconstructionist rabbinical student Sarah Brammer-Shlay, who is studying in Jerusalem, has connected us
with the organization Emek Shaveh, who will run a virtual tour and discussion about the contested project
and neighborhood.

Israel on Campus
Apr. 11th at 3pm

This session, geared towards our 10th-12th grade students, will aim to help prepare soon-to-be college
students for the world of Jewish life and activism on campus. From Hillel to Students for Justice in Palestine,
to seemingly unrelated activist groups; issues pertaining to Israel often come up in unexpected places and
can lead to stressful environments, especially for Jewish students. Fear not, though! With some idea of what
to expect and a strong sense of community, college can be an incredible opportunity to learn from and
alongside a wide range of people and gain valuable experience. We’re still nailing down the details of who
will join us for this session but expect current and/or recently graduated students, campus professionals, and
more!


